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I. Introduction and Review 
A. Verses 1-4 go together, their focus is vertical 
B. Isaiah 42:8 and Exodus 34:14 tie commandments two and 

three together 
C. The Law of Exclusive Devotion demands commandments 

two and three 
1. Truth has an offensive exclusiveness about it. Truth will 

not admit the validity of its opposite. 
D. In the Old Testament it is impossible to separate idol and 

worship 
E. We are not to worship anything or anyone in addition to 

Him or in opposition to Him. 
F. Commandments two and four are the longest 

II. Commandment Two – vs. 4-6 
A. What it says 

1. Idol-carved wood or stone 
a. Isaiah 40:18-25; 44:12-17; I Kings 12:25-33 
b. Anything that usurps the place God should have is 

an idol 
2. Likeness 

a. Isaiah 40:18; 42:8 
3. Verse 4 never says “of me” but rather what is in 

heaven (i.e., sun, moon, stars), earth (i.e., animals) or 
water (i.e., fish crocodiles). 

4. What is obvious then is that the tabernacle and temple 
with all its artistry did not violate this commandment. 
a. Exodus 25:17-22; I Kings 6:23-36 

5. Polytheism (many gods), henotheism (worship one 
god, but acknowledge the existence of other gods), 
monotheism (one god) 

B. What it means 
1. That no likeness of God is possible, He is unique in the 

strictest sense (Isaiah 40:18, 25). His uniqueness 
demands and deserves total devotion. 

2. Jesus is the only physical likeness of God. 
a. John 1:14-18; Hebrews 1:1-8 

3. That worship of God is spiritual and not material (John 
4:24), i.e., the golden serpent. – II Kings 18:4 

4. The violation of this commandment leads to gross 
immorality. 
a. Ezekiel 23:37-45; Roman 1:18-32 

5. Some sobering verses 
a. I Samuel 15:22, 23 
b. Galatians 5:19-22 
c. Colossians 3:5 
d. Ephesians 5:5 
e. Revelation 21:8 

III. Commandment Three – v. 7 
A. What it says 

1. The first time this Hebrew word is translated “vain” in 
the NASB. Also translated emptiness, vanity, deceitful, 
worthless, and false. 

2. The opposite is found in the Lord’s Prayer (“. . . 
Hallowed be your name. . .”), Matthew 6:9 

B. What it means 
1. This commandment also includes the name of Jesus.   

“. . . the name which is above every name, so that at 
the name of Jesus every name will bow. . .” – 
Philippians 2:9, 10 

2. Of the Father “. . . Holy and awesome is His name” 
(Psalm 111:9). “For thus says the high and exalted One 
Who live forever and whose name is Holy . . .” – Isaiah 
57:15 

3. “This means to swear by God’s name that a false 
statement is actually true. It could also include 
profanity, cursing, minced oaths or swearing to a 
promise and failing to fulfill it.” – Believers Bible 
Commentary, page 109 

4. “Prohibition against false swearing (Leviticus 19:12) 
and frivolous use of God’s name. The use of an oath of 
affirmation was not forbidden (Deuteronomy 6:13).” – 
Ryrie Study Bible Expanded Edition, page 122 

5. Beware of slang terms 
a. Gosh-euphemism for God 
b. Gee- euphemism for Jesus 
c. Golly-euphemism for God 


