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      (continued on the other side) 
           

I. Review 
A. Why would the Lord, temporarily, not provide a basic 

need like water? 
1. To get our attention 
2. To demonstrate His power 
3. To make us thankful for the basics 
4. To improve our perspective 
5. To teach us patience 

a. How to wait 
b. How to get along with each other in difficult 

situations 
6. To test our character 

B. The great protector and provider 
1. Protector: Chapters 14, 15, 17 
2. Provider: Chapters 15-17 

C. Another overview of Exodus 
1. Bondage – Chapters 1-11 

a. God hears His people 
2. The Passover – Chapters 12-19 

a. God delivers His people 
3. The Law – Chapters 20-24 

a. God commands His people 
4. The tabernacle – Chapters 25-40 

a. God dwells with His people 
II. The Faithfulness of Our God Is Again Demonstrated – 

Chapter 17 
A. The Lord's Provisions continue – vs. 1-7 

1. They camped at Rephidim and had no water – v. 1 
a. Before this they camped at Dophkah and Alush 

(Numbers 33:12-14) 
2. Their grumbling led to quarreling (verbal combat; to 

chide one another) and to their testing the Lord! – v. 2 
3. The cry of the people v. 3 Self—pity knows no depth. 
4. The cry of Moses – v. 4 
5. God's Answer – vs. 5-7 

a. “Strike the rock with your staff.” 

B. The Lord's Protection continues – vs. 8-15 
1. The enemy: Amalek – v. 8 

a. Descendants of Esau through Eliphaz (Genesis 
36:12) 

2. The General: Joshua – v. 9 
a. First mention of Joshua 

3. The Divine Method: Hold high the staff of God – vs. 
10-12 
a. Moses, Aaron, and Hur did their part while Joshua 

and his men did theirs. 
4. The victory – v. 13 

a. Total victory came under David (I Samuel 
30) 

5. The Memorial: “Jehovah-Nissi”, “The Lord is our 
Banner” – vs. 14-16  
a. A written one and a physical one 

III. Jethro: A Special Provision from God – Chapter 18 
A. A Family Reunion – vs. 1-12 

1. Jethro travels to the wilderness to meet Moses – vs. 1-
5 
a. He is identified as Revel in 2: 18 
b. He was a priest of the idolatrous Midianites – v. 1a 
c. He had heard how the Lord had delivered Israel – 

v. 1b 
d. He brought Moses’ wife (Zipporah) and two sons 

(Gershom and Eliezer) back from Midian. – vs. 2-5 
i. Moses must have sent his family back to 

Midian after the events of 4: 24-26. 
2. Moses receives word of Jethro's planned visit – vs. 6-

12 
a. Moses learns of Jethro’s coming – v. 6 
b. Moses demonstrated respect (he bowed) and 

gratitude (he kissed him) for Jethro. – v. 7 
c. Moses told of the events that brought about the 

exodus – v. 8 



 

 

i. Moses very carefully gave the lord all the 
credit. 

d. Jethro's response – vs. 9-12 
i. He rejoiced over the goodness of the Lord – v. 

9 
ii. He blessed the Lord – v. 10 
iii. He acknowledged the supremacy of the Lord – 

v. 11 
iv. He offered a sacrifice to the Lord – v. 12 

• Do these responses describe a conversion 
experience? 

B. A Family Remedy – vs. 13-27. Jethro teaches Moses the 
importance of delegating responsibility. 
1. Jethro asks some good questions – vs. 13, 14 

a. “Why do you alone sit as judge?” 
2. Moses' honest and humble answer – vs. 15, 16 

a. Simply put, Moses said, “It is my job” Possible 
reasons why people do it alone: 
i. No one can do as good a job as me. 
ii. I want all the credit and sympathy. 
iii. It's too hard to train someone. 
iv. I’m afraid or proud to ask for help. 

3. Jethro speaks out of compassion – vs. 17,18 
a. For Moses 
b. For the people 

4. Jethro introduces Moses to the concept of delegating 
a. The advice Jethro offered Moses was that of a man 

of excellent common sense.” G.C.M. – vs. 19, 20 
b. Moses is to continue as a priest for the people. His 

role is to pray. – v. 19b 
c. Moses is to continue as a prophet. His role as a 

teacher. – v. 20 
d. Teaching must precede delegating. These two 

primary responsibilities parallel Acts 6:4 and I 
Timothy 4:5. 

5. Jethro describes the type of man Moses ought to 
seek out. – v. 21a  
a. Look for men who are: 

i. Able (honorable or reputable, I Kings 
1:52) men who fear God.  

ii. Men of truth 
iii. Men who hate dishonest gain. 

6. Jethro describes their responsibilities – vs. 21b-22a 
a. Leaders of 1,000’s, 100’s, 50’s, and 10’s 

i. Note all men had the same moral 
qualifications but differed in their abilities and 
capacity. 

b. They judged the “minor disputes” and left the 
“major” ones for Moses. 

7. Jethro promises results – v. 22b 
a. The work will be easier for you. 
b. People “bear the burden with you” 

i. This type of person is so much easier to lead! 
8. Jethro's humble and wise suggestion to Moses – v. 23  

a. “If you follow this advice, and if the Lord agrees” – 
L. B. 

b. God can and does speak through others to us, but 
it is our job to weigh advice carefully. Remember 
Absalom (II Samuel 17) and Rehoboam (I Kings 12) 

9. Jethro’s advice is accepted as from the Lord – v. 24 
10. Jethro's advice is carried out – vs. 25, 26 

a. This is most likely a topical reference and not a 
chronological one. 

b. This advice is carried out in Deuteronomy 1:5, 15  
11. Jethro returns to Midian – v. 27 


