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      (continued on the other side) 
           

I. Review 
A. I need 

1. God’s Protection 
2. God’s Provision       Psalm 23 
3. God’s Presence 

B. To win battles we must do it God’s way 
1. Satan’s way always starts with a lie – John 8:44 
2. God’s way always starts with faith – Mark 9:32; 

Hebrews 11:6 
II. Jethro: A Special Provision from God – Chapter 18 

A. A Family Reunion – vs. 1-12 
1. Jethro travels to the wilderness to meet Moses – vs. 1-

5 
a. He is identified as Revel in 2: 18 
b. He was a priest of the idolatrous Midianites – v. 1a 
c. He had heard how the Lord had delivered Israel – 

v. 1b 
d. He brought Moses’ wife (Zipporah) and two sons 

(Gershom and Eliezer) back from Midian. – vs. 2-5 
i. Moses must have sent his family back to 

Midian after the events of 4: 24-26. 
2. Moses receives word of Jethro's planned visit – vs. 6-

12 
a. Moses learns of Jethro’s coming – v. 6 
b. Moses demonstrated respect (he bowed) and 

gratitude (he kissed him) for Jethro. – v. 7 
c. Moses told of the events that brought about the 

exodus – v. 8 
i. Moses very carefully gave the lord all the 

credit. 
d. Jethro's response – vs. 9-12 

i. He rejoiced over the goodness of the Lord – v. 
9 

ii. He blessed the Lord – v. 10 
iii. He acknowledged the supremacy of the Lord – 

v. 11 

iv. He offered a sacrifice to the Lord – v. 12 
• Do these responses describe a conversion 

experience? 
B. A Family Remedy – vs. 13-27. Jethro teaches Moses the 

importance of delegating responsibility. 
1. Jethro asks some good questions – vs. 13, 14 

a. “Why do you alone sit as judge?” 
2. Moses' honest and humble answer – vs. 15, 16 

a. Simply put, Moses said, “It is my job” Possible 
reasons why people do it alone: 
i. No one can do as good a job as me. 
ii. I want all the credit and sympathy. 
iii. It's too hard to train someone. 
iv. I’m afraid or proud to ask for help. 

3. Jethro speaks out of compassion – vs. 17,18 
a. For Moses 
b. For the people 

4. Jethro introduces Moses to the concept of delegating 
a. The advice Jethro offered Moses was that of a man 

of excellent common sense.” G.C.M. – vs. 19, 20 
b. Moses is to continue as a priest for the people. His 

role is to pray. – v. 19b 
c. Moses is to continue as a prophet. His role as a 

teacher. – v. 20 
d. Teaching must precede delegating. These two 

primary responsibilities parallel Acts 6:4 and I 
Timothy 4:5. 

5. Jethro describes the type of man Moses ought to 
seek out. – v. 21a  
a. Look for men who are: 

i. Able (honorable or reputable, I Kings 
1:52) men who fear God.  

ii. Men of truth 
iii. Men who hate dishonest gain. 

6. Jethro describes their responsibilities – vs. 21b-22a 
a. Leaders of 1,000’s, 100’s, 50’s, and 10’s 



i. Note all men had the same moral 
qualifications but differed in their abilities and 
capacity. 

b. They judged the “minor disputes” and left the 
“major” ones for Moses. 

7. Jethro promises results – v. 22b 
a. The work will be easier for you. 
b. People “bear the burden with you” 

i. This type of person is so much easier to lead! 
8. Jethro's humble and wise suggestion to Moses – v. 23  

a. “If you follow this advice, and if the Lord agrees” – 
L. B. 

b. God can and does speak through others to us, but 
it is our job to weigh advice carefully. Remember 
Absalom (II Samuel 17) and Rehoboam (I Kings 12) 

9. Jethro’s advice is accepted as from the Lord – v. 24 
10. Jethro's advice is carried out – vs. 25, 26 

a. This is most likely a topical reference and not a 
chronological one. 

b. This advice is carried out in Deuteronomy 1:5, 15  
11. Jethro returns to Midian – v. 27 

C. A family recipe (application) 
1. Our family is the body of Christ  

a. I Corinthians 12 
2. Our goal is to magnify-glorify our Lord  

a. I Peter 4:11 
3. Our objective is to fulfill the great 

commission (Matthew 28:17-20) with 
great commandment passion  
a. Matthew 22:37-40 

4. Our specific objectives 
a. Proclaim the Gospel – II Corinthians 

5:18-20.  
i. Identify-Intercede-Invest-Invite 
ii. Our goal – membership 

b. Build up the faith – Acts 20:32; 
Ephesians 2:20-22; II Peter 3:18 
i. Our goal – maturity 

c. Equip for service – Ephesians 4:11-16 
i. Our goal – ministry 

d. Develop leadership – Acts 6:1-6;           
I Timothy 3; Titus 1 
i. Our goal – ministers 

e. Send out Christ-like disciples into the 
world – John 20:21; Acts 13:1-3 
i. Our goal - missionaries 


