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I. Introduction 
A.  Review 

1. Last week under the topic of “Red Sea Rules” we talked 
about being able to “envision God’s enveloping 
presence”. 

2. For Israel it was a cloud – Exodus 14:19, 20 
3. Jesus used this illustration, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to 
her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you would not have it!” (Luke 13:34). 

B. A geographical overview of Exodus 
1. Israel in Egypt 

a. Chapters 1-12 – Bondage 
2. From Egypt to Sinai  

a. Chapters 13-17 – Deliverance 
3. At Sinai 

a. Chapters 18-40 – Organization 
II. The Great Provider – 15:22-27 

A. What time is it? 
1. Passover was Nisan (Abib) the 10th – 12:2, 3 
2. Verse 16:1 says it is now Iyar (Ziv), the second month, 

the 15th day. 
3. Between the above two dates, 35 days have passed. 

a. They have witnessed the Passover, the Exodus, the 
Red Sea deliverance and in 15:24 they are now 
grumbling. 

4. It is time to look back at God’s faithfulness and look up, 
not around. 

B. The complaint about bitter water – 15:22-27 
1. They were three days into their journey and found no 

water – v. 22 
2. When they found water at Marah it was bitter. 

a. Naomi used this word to describe her life (Ruth 
1:20). 

b. It is translated “fierce” in Judges 18:25.  

c. Also used in Exodus 1:14 
d. Job used it ten times to describe his life. 

3. All the above point out that it may not have been the 
best tasting water, but it was drinkable. 

4. Moses “cries out to the Lord” (much better than 
“grumbled”) – v. 25a 

5. The tree that fixes everything is the † - v. 25b  
6. “He tested them” – v. 25c 

a. I Corinthians 10:13 and James 1:12-15 
7. “If” (then) – v. 26 

a. Matthew 6:25-34 
8. God’s special and king provision – v. 27 

III. Conclusion 
A. How long does it take us to forget the goodness and 

greatness of our Lord? 
1. An American preacher named Philip Brooks (1835-

1893) said “Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be 
stronger men and women. Do not pray for tasks equal 
to your powers. Pray for powers equal to your tasks.” 

2. We should not be surprised when trials come, but 
rather rejoice. – James 1:2-15 

B. A worthy goal 
1. “Rejoice always; – I Thessalonians 5:16 
2. pray without ceasing; – I Thessalonians 5:17 
3. in everything give thanks for this is God’s will for you in 

Christ Jesus.” – I Thessalonians 5:18  
4. The Lord gives us enough burdens to humble us and 

enough blessings to encourage us. – II Corinthians 
12:1-10 


