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I. Introduction 
A. Also called the Ten Word – Exodus 24:28 

1. Loyalty 
2. Worship 
3. Reverence 
4. Time 
5. Authority 
6. Life 
7. Purity 
8. Prosperity 
9. Tongue 

10. Contentment 
B. Two Accounts 

1. Exodus 20 
2. Deuteronomy 5 

C. As viewed by Israel and the Church 
1. Israel regards verse 2 as the first commandment and 

verses 3-6 as the second commandment and so on. 
2. Roman Catholics see verses 3-6 as the first 

commandment and divide verse 17 into two 
commandments. 

3. Most Protestants consider verse 3 to be the first 
commandment, verses 4-6 as the second and verse 17 
the tenth. 

4. When asked what the greatest commandment, Jesus 
quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 (Matthew 22:37) “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.” 

5. Commandments one through four are vertical. The 
fifth is called the swing commandment and six through 
ten the horizontal commandments. 

D. Their purpose 
1. Reveal the moral character of God 
2. Keep us from sin (Exodus 20:20) 
3. “that it may be well with them” (Deuteronomy 5:29, 

33; 6:3, 18, 24) 

4. Knowledge of sin (Romans 3:19, 20) 
5. Guidelines – aids us in knowing what the will of God is 

not 
6. God’s moral laws are a description of lovie in action 
7. “God’s laws are like a sheep dog that keeps driving us 

back into the fold of grace when we stray into the 
wilderness of work.” – Jerry Bridges 

II. Commandment Number One 
A. What does it say? 

1. He first identifies Himself as the One who brought 
them out of Egypt. – vs. 1, 2 

2. “You shall not have no other gods before me.” “gods” is 
a translation of Elohim and is always plural unless used 
in reference to our God and then it is translated “God”. 

B. What does it mean? 
1. Remember that the failure to obey this commandment 

led to the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities. 
2. Some argue that the “Shema” as stated in 

Deuteronomy 6:4 and explained in 6:5 best explains 
the first commandment. 
a. See also Matthew 22:37. 

3. “You shall have no other gods before me” 
a. In opposition to Me 
b. Or in My presence 
c. In my face – Deuteronomy 5:4, 7 

4. In my face nails it for me. Nothing or anyone between 
me and my God. Thus, the Law of Exclusive Devotion. 


